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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, BE 

SUBJECT: GENDEBIEN PAINTS HIMSELF INTO CORNER 
REFS: (A) BRUSSELS 967, (B) BRUSSELS 1175 
BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

SUMMARY: A QUIXOTIC ATTEMPT OF THE WALLOON RALLY PARTY TO FORCE 
A SNAP DECISION ON THE BLUEPRINT FOR BELGIUM'S RE-STRUCTURING 
INTO AUTONOMOUS REGIONS FURTHER WEAKENS THE SHAKY TINDEMANS 
GOVERNMENT AND PARADOXICALLY DEADLOCKS THE INTER-PARTY "DIALOGUE" 
ON THE REGIONALIZATION BLUEPRINT. IGNORED BY OTHER PARTIES, 
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RW MUST DECIDE THIS WEEKEND WHETHER TO BACK DOWN TO STALK 
INTO THE POLITICAL WILDERNESS, LEAVING TINDEMANS WITH A MONORITY 
GOVERNMENT. END SUMMARY. 

1 . CURRENT "CRISIS" ERUPTED FEBRUARY 26 WHEN THE WALLOON RALLY 
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CHOSE TO ISSUE AN ULTIMATUM TO 
OTHER PARTIES PARTICIPATING IN THE "DIALOGUE" ON A NATIONAL 
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REGIONALIZATION BLUEPRINT. PARTY PRESIDENT PAUL-HENRI GENDEBIEN 
ANNOUNCED THAT, IF A "FINAL" DECISION ON REGIONALIZATION WERE 
NOT TAKEN IN ONE WEEK, RW WOULD QUIT THE INTER-PARTY TALKS. 

HE INDICATED THAT HIS COULD MEAN A WALKOUT AS WELL FROM THE 
TINDEMANS COALITION WHICH NEEDS RW'S VOTES TO MAKE A MAJORITY 
IN PARLIAMENT (REF A). 

2. ON MARCH 1 BOTH GOVERNMENT AND OPPOSITION PARTIES REJECTED 
THE RW ULTIMATUM. OPPOSITION PARITES, MOREOVER, SAID IT WAS 
POINTLESS TO CONTINUE REGIONALIZATION NEGOTIATIONS UNTIL IT 

IS MADE CLEAR WHETHER BELGIUM WILL HAVE A GOVERNMENT NEXT WEEK. 
CHRISTIAN PARTY (CVP) PRESIDENT WILFRED NARTENS UNDERTOOK A 
SEARCH TODAY FOR A WAY OUT OF THE IMPASSE. CONCEIVABLY 
TINDEMANS WILL DECIDE TO INTERVENE. 

BUT GENDEBIEN IS COMMITTED TO MEET WITH RW LEADERSHIP MARCH 5 
AND DRAW THE CONSLUSIONS FROM WHAT IS NOW A FAILED 
INITIATIVE. 
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3. COMMENT: UNLESS MARTENS PULLS SOMETHING OUT OF THE HAT, IT 
APPEARS THAT GENDBIEN'S BLUFF HAS BEEN CALLED AND RW-THE 
UNRULY AND UNPREDICTABLE MEMBER OF THE TINDEMANS COALITION- 
HAS NO PLACE TO GO. IF RW QUITS THE COALITION, THE BRUSSELS 
LIBERAL GROUP (3DEPUTIES), NOW IN OPPOSITION, MIGHT WELL SUPPORT 
A MINORITY TINDEMANS GOVERNMENT BY EITHER VOTING FOR OR 
ABSTAINING AT CRITICAL TIMES. BUT SUCH A MINORITY GOVERNMENT 
WOULD SCARECELY BE COMPETENT TO UNDERAKE CONSEQUENT ACTION ON 
BELGIUM’S PRESSING ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL PROBLEMS. (REF B.) 
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IF THAT BE THE PROSPECT NEXT WEEK, TINDEMANS MAY DECIDE THE 
HANGING ON IT NOT WORTH THE EFFORT.RENNER 
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